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Dear Friends of MARC,   
As a licensed aircraft mechanic, I 

am very fond of tools. These helpful 
devices assist in accomplishing difficult 
tasks. One of my favorite tools being 
used in God’s Kingdom is the airplane.  
   The backbone of MARC’s fleet 
consists of two Beechcraft U-21 
KingAirs. These aircraft were 
previously used to serve their country 
in the United States military.  After 
some modification and civilian re-
certification, they have been serving 
Jesus as missionary aircraft. Each 

year, over 1,000 ministry personnel 
and Bible camp youth are transported 
by these airplanes. But tools 
eventually wear out. The increasing 
cost of maintenance and availability 
of spare parts will eventually 
force us to retire these aircraft.  
    I am trusting the Lord to provide 
newer aircraft to be added to our 
fleet so we can continue the ministry 
flights throughout the state of 
Alaska. Would you pray with us that 
God would bring the right aircraft to 
MARC?

“For we are His 
workmanship, 
created in 
Christ Jesus 
for good 
works, which 
God prepared 
beforehand, 
that we should 
walk in them” 
Ephesians 2:10    

    Joel and I [Brian] were 
scheduled to fly for a 
pastor’s training conference 
starting the last weekend 
of October. A last-minute 
aircraft change enabled us 
to use a larger KingAir that 
allowed us to carry four 70 
pound boxes.  It was a joy to 
be able to help the church’s 
pastors and their spouses by 
taking along the food and 
other supplies for this week 
of training.  
    Our route took us to 
Mekoryuk, Scammon Bay 
and Mountain Village. At 
each location, the church 
staff expressed gratitude for 
the direct connections that 

avoided the typical flights 
through Anchorage. Joel 
and I stayed with them for 
the week (this is one of the 
many ways MARC helps 
cut costs for those in bush 
Alaska) and sat in on a 
couple of the sessions.  
    Pastor Chris Kopp was 

the keynote speaker and 
helped the group work 
through many issues about 
pastoring in small rural 
villages. The trip home was 
a challenge because of the 
low clouds and weather.  It 
was a comfort to be in a very 
capable, all-weather, turbo 

prop aircraft as we had to 
fly an instrument approach 
into most of the airstrips to 
get our passengers home.  
    Since we were not back 
hauling the food boxes we 
took to the conference, 
one of the pastors was able 
to purchase a used snow 
machine engine to take back 
home for himself.  We were 
grateful to save him freight 
cost for a much needed 
engine for traveling in 
winter in Alaska. We simply 
used the tie down points in 
the KingAir and secured 
it in the rear baggage 
compartment.
 -Brian Bruxvoort

Peter and Sara 
Bastke

Village pastors’ training conference in Unalakleet



Three of the wives on staff here 
at MARC Alaska have been 
blessed with bundles of joy - 
all born in September of 2017! 
Left to right, Tabitha Schultz 
with Noelle, Kristen Wenger 
with Clay, and Rebecca Fraley 
with Chloe.

For all Alaskans, MARC is an elligible recipient, via 
the state of Alaska’s Pick. Click. Give. program. When 
filing for your annual Permanent Fund Dividend 
(PFD), you can make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of other Alaskans by designating a 
portion of your dividend to MARC for continued 
Gospel efforts. Your gift allows MARC to continue 
supporting the many organizations, pastors, 
churches, and missionaries serving in Alaska.

     Praise the Lord for our newest pre-
field staff family, Derek and Hannah 
Steward from Spearfish, South 
Dakota. Derek is a maintenance 
specialist and will be a wonderful 
addition to the maintenance 
staff. They have two children – 
Issac, age 3 and Ada, age 1.   
     Kevin and Brenda Fuqua recently 
arrived from San Diego, California to 
volunteer for six months. Brenda is an 
accountant who will be filling a huge 
administrative need at MARC. We 
have been praying for three years 
for an accountant and are grateful 
the Lord has answered our prayers.
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AROUND THE HANGAR

NEWCOMERS

   A common phrase that you will 
hear around our hangar is “The Lord’s 
Standards” which is a reminder of Who 
we work for and what His desires are 
in our ministry (and our own life). 
Currently we are in the middle of 
heavy maintenance on our KingAirs 
which is the primary aircraft used for 
transportation in our ministry. This 
comes once a year and requires a lot of 
work and detail.  
     We had a new radio communication 
system installed in both aircraft, the 
landing gear components overhauled, 
the main attatch areas for the wings 
inspected by an outside company, and 

two recurring inspections performed on 
each airplane. 
     We have approximately 30 separate 
special inspections that are required 
outside of our normal inspections at this 
time for each aircraft as well.  We double 
check all our work and we document 
everything that we do so that these 
aircraft can serve as needed for another 
year. There will be hundreds of man 
hours on these two projects.  
     Why do we do all of this? To keep 
“The Lord’s Standards,” not just because 
of the flying we do, but because of the 
people we serve who need to know 
Christ.     - Travis McCullough

THE FLIGHT SCHOOL had 
another busy year. One of our major 
goals, is to provide flight training for 
the pastors, missionaries and staff of 
other Christian organizations serving in 
Alaska. These pilots are often in need 
of recurrency training, or are seeking 
additional flight qualifications.  In the 
past year, we trained multiple missionary 
pilots for their instrument rating. This 
training is particularly critical in the 
challenging world of Alaskan flying. 
It’s a blessing for us to equip our fellow 
Christian aviators with the tools they need 

to stay safe as they spread the Gospel.
   Our flight school also serves the 
local aviation community. We began 
teaching  the private pilot ground school 
course, which was well attended. An 
additional Cessna 172 was recently 
purchased to add to our training fleet. 
Growing  in this way gives us an  
opportunity to spread the light of 
Christ to our own neighborhood.  
Please pray that we may be effective 
witnesses of the Gospel as we 
interact with those in the community.

 - William Fraley

Undergoing a KingAir inspection


