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No Greater Joy…

Recently a friend asked me what was giving me 
joy in the ministry. It was a very good question. 
It did not take too long to answer. I would like 

to share with you how God has been giving me joy in 
the ministry lately.

Two verses from the New Testament come to my mind 
as I write. One is 3rd John 4, which states:  “I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my children are walking 
in the truth.”  The other verse is Ephesians 3:20, which 

states:  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is a work within us, …”

So, when my friend asked me what brought me 
joy it did not take me long to mention the ministry 
training that we just had in Georgia (the country.) 
Honestly, being in Georgia was not that big of a deal 
for me. However, now everyone on my team has gone 
through ministry training, in the Russian language, 
for our specific ministry. Now that gives me joy! We 
are working together towards the vision of building 
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student spiritual movements in Ukraine and so it is 
so important that all of us understand God’s heart, 
character and the principles for the ministry. During 
the last year our team has doubled in size, and so it 
has been crucial to get people to have a common 
understanding of what we are trusting God for. Pray 
that my teammates and I would be able to trust God 
and His principles for the ministry.  

Seeing the steps of faith that Illiya, our volunteer 
leader in Slyvanisk with whom I have mentoring for 
about a year, gives me a lot of joy. Last year he and 
his brother lived a quiet life in an apartment together 
without much interaction with the world around 
them. His brother entered a university in another city 
and so it came about that Illiya had to move into the 
dorm. He had a lot of trepidation and reservation 
about that.  At our leadership conference Yasha and 
I spent time talking and praying with him about his 
move into the dorm, which seemed to give him a 
little peace. He no longer leads a quiet live. People 
come to him all the time and at any time and ask him 
questions about God. At our leadership conference in 
August he shared that his goal was to have 3 or 4 guys 
that he could disciple. I think that God will do more 
than that. Non-Christians are going to church with 
him. Christian students want to know more about the 
ministry. Pray that God would give him a team of like 
hearted disciples that he could build into. Last night 
as I was talking with him on the phone he shared 
with me that someone had asked him to move into 
an apartment (that has hot water) with him. Here was 

his response:  “I have decided to sacrifice my comfort 
and stay in the dorm (no hot water) where I am 
surrounded by students who need to hear God’s Good 
News.”  That blew me away!  

Last spring I started mentoring Kiril, a student who 
lives in Mariupol, which is on the front line of the 
war, in starting a movement among students. Every 
Monday during our skype meeting we would share 
about what we were reading in the Bible, prayer 
request and discuss a study on spiritual movements. 
At our leadership conference in August I introduced 
Kiril and Zhenya, one of my teammates. Zhenya 
has been mentoring Kiril since then. Our training 
conference in Georgia motivated Zhenya to trust God 
for great things in Mariupol. Zhenya, his wife and a 
team of students from their city recently spent 3 days 
in Mariupol training Kiril and helping him to find 
other students who would be interested in building 
a spiritual movement. It brings me great joy to see 
how Zhenya is mentoring Kiril. Now Kiril has a team of 
students that is committed to prayer, evangelism and 
discipleship! Pray for Kiril and his team.

Thank you for partnering with me in building spiritual 
movements in Ukraine. Your prayers, thoughts and 
finances are essential.  

Joyfully serving the Lord with you,

John Musgrove 
Kiev, Ukraine


