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    Bush Alaska often proves the truth in the old saying that necessity is the mother of invention.  Three and a 
half years ago I flew several flights to the village of Ambler to build a parsonage for the Friends church there.  
The old parsonage was collapsing and in disrepair.  Now a new parsonage stands next to where the old one 
was.  In addition, due to a livable home, there is a new pastor for this village.  This fall some more work 
needed to be done. 
    I flew two flights to bring a team to do finish work on the roof and help level the church in Ambler which 
had begun to sink into the ground and also repair the back porch.  To fix the roof trim on the parsonage we 
needed to use a scaffold but one of the pins holding it together was missing.  Using a scrap of wood  dowel 
with duct tape wrapped around it we were able to assemble the scaffold and complete the work on the par-
sonage. 
   The team used 30 ton bottle jacks to lift the supporting beams of the church floor closer to level.  During 
the process we found we needed more wood but we had run out of supplies.  During our travels from the 
parsonage to the church work site, we became aware of a pile of lumber that belonged to the city of ambler.  
One afternoon I saw some city employees going into a supply house next to the parsonage and asked them 
about the wood.  They referred me to their boss.  When I talked to him he said he could donate some of the 
wood to the church.  There was enough treated lumber for new footings for the church foundation and for 
the back porch.  During the project, others of the group held a daily vacation Bible school. 
   Another trip to Dillingham, Alaska also proved the sayings truth.  A church on a bluff was sinking into the 
ground as the bluff was collapsing.  The team was able to stabilize the foundation as they dug away the dirt 
using wood blocks to replace the ground that was excavated underneath.  The entire building was support-
ed on wood blocking while new concrete foundation footing were poured. 
   MARC often combines flights when possible.  While the work team was at Dillingham,  I was able to fly to 
the KAKO retreat center just north of Russian Mission on the Yukon River.  This flight was to help move a 
long-time missionary there out of KAKO back to the road system.  Joel Oyoumick flew the flight with me. 
   Another flight was for  Cochrane Hills Bible Camp to fly a work team  from the Bible camp back to            
Anchorage so they could return to the lower 48 states.  The same day I went to Bethel to take Covenant  
Pastor Wasilli Mute and his wife Jean and their belongings to serve as an interim Covenant pastor at      
Shaktoolik before I returned to Fairbanks. 
   Missionaries Jonathan and Indira Maraj were flown back to Soldotna from the Covenant Church in Golovin 
where a retreat was held for surrounding villages.  Jonathan and Indira have spent many years acting as a 
temporary pastor and wife at Shaktoolik as well as helping with annual retreats for the Covenant church in 
Alaska. 
   Joyce has kept busy with three after school Bible clubs with CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship).  Along with 
others, she is making plans for Christian Youth in Action camps this coming summer.  She has also been tak-
ing classes at the University of Alaska here in Fairbanks.  As God allows, she will work towards a degree in 
school counseling. 
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Dear Friends, 



   

On the home front   

  We are still in Fairbanks and plan on being here until Faith has completed high 

school in 2018.  Faith is a junior this year and still enjoys running.  Ben, Sarah and 

Coralie moved to a new apartment with a bit more space since their family ex-

panded on January 24th with the arrival of Leyden Cooper Davis Widman.  Mom and baby are doing well.  

They are only a couple miles from where we live.  John is still attending UCLA . He and his wife Bingxin have 

settled in for the time being.  They are planning on living in China come fall while John does field work for 

his degree.   Anna and David are still living in Kenai.  Anna is still teaching art and pursing her masters de-

gree in painting.  We were all able to be together for a few days in Soldotna over Christmas break.  It was a 

blessing. 

  Thank you so much for your support and prayers.  It means so much to us!  

God bless you richly in the new year ahead, 

Bob and Joyce 
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