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Greetings Friends, 

 
A NOVEL APPROACH 

It has been in process for over a year. But this month the process ended. The book is 
finished. The title: A NOVEL APPROACH – to discovering their story and telling The Story . The 
main objective of the book is to help people working in cross-cultural contexts to be able 
to exegete (figure out) the people and culture in which they minister. Then, armed 
with that understanding, to be able to better communicate God’s Story with all its 
implications for life in that particular culture. Incidentally, the principles of this approach 
work just as well whether the context is cross cultural or whether one is attempting to 
better understand one person from one’s own culture, an organization, the local garden 
club, or a marriage partner. Hopefully by early 2017 the book will be edited and 
published. 

  
 

 A FRUITFUL TRIP  
The two seminary courses held 

last month in Thailand in conjunction 
with Biola University went very well. I 
assisted Dr. Tom Steffen in teaching 
eight students in the Church Planting 
course and sixteen students in the 
Honor & Shame in the Scriptures  course. 
All together there were students from 
Thailand, Singapore, Nepal, Tibet, 
China, Japan, Australia, and the United 
States. The students were very sharp, 
motivated, and engaging.  

The relationships formed during 
this time have resulted in future 
ministry opportunities, including 
assisting a Chinese couple in writing a book concerning their mission experience. This 
couple is responsible for the training of five hundred pastors in the northeast part of 
China. 
 



Praise & Prayer Items: 

● Kathleen continues to be busy volunteering at a local residential home for the elderly. 
The assisting in crafts and games has turned into sewing for residents, extended 
visits, and taking residents for outings. Oh, and phone conversations.  

● At the end of this month I’ll be on a two-week trip that includes a few days of visiting 
and a Sunday preaching in the Kamloops, British Columbia area. Then up to LaCrete, 
Alberta for speaking at a missions conference and the presentation of a seminar 
regarding culture and worldview.  

● We are currently involved with a mission agency in Canada that is quite serious about 
implementing A Novel Approach  as they minister in a church-planting context among 
First Nations people. This has already entailed numerous seminars and consultations. 
With more to come. Several couples are now significantly involved in the first stages 
of this ‘approach.’  

 
 

BY THE WAY... 
A random sample paragraph from the last chapter of A NOVEL APPROACH :  

“The telling/teaching of God’s Story involves more than simply constructing the biblical story. It 
includes, as well, the simultaneous deconstruction of a long and deeply held rival story. One does 
not truly restory someone’s world without significantly tearing down strongholds (critical 
presuppositions) of their current world. To ignore or even pooh-pooh this principle is to, not only 
acknowledge the option and possibility of, but to summon and climb into bed with syncretism.”  

  
 
In His grace,  
 
~Mike and Kathleen Matthews 


