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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Greetings Friends, 

 
Shame on Me 
 It has only been in these last few years that I have become more significantly aware that 
Israel (the chosen nation of God in the Old Testament) was basically a honor/shame culture. That 
is, these people saw and interacted with the world through honor/shame glasses. Honor was a 
really big deal. As was shame. I had not seen it. Now, this cultural characteristic jumps off the 
pages of Scripture. Before, it lay hidden – actually it was just as visible; the problem my 
perspective. My glasses needed adjusting.  
 
 I had not seen that shame was a huge factor when Joab rebuked King David (2 Samuel 
19:5). I had not seen all the honor and shame verses in the Psalms (as in Psalm 4:2, 31:1, & 
104:1). And I had not seen how honor and shame saturate the book of Hebrews – culminating 
with 12:2 where we read, “...looking unto Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” First the shame of the Cross, then the honor of sitting at the right hand 
of God.  
 
 Now, in recent years, a number of books and articles are available to enlighten us on honor 
and shame in cultures. It is perhaps because a number of societies that dominate the news and 
political scene these days are such cultures (cultures largely in the Orient and the Middle East). 
There is a reason a father in an oriental culture might kill himself if his daughter brings shame on 
the family. Likewise, there is a reason a father in some Middle Eastern cultures might kill his 
daughter if she brings shame on the family. It has to do with honor and shame.  
 
 

It’s an Honor 
 It continues to be a great honor to serve the LORD in the role of training missionaries to 
communicate well the Gospel in another culture. Coming up in August I plan to travel to Chiang 
Mai, Thailand where I will assist Dr. Tom Steffen in teaching/facilitating a two-week course on 
“Honor and Shame in the Scriptures.” Attending will be indigenous church and mission leaders 
from that area of the world (the Pacific Rim).  
 
 
Praise & Prayer Items: 



 For Kathleen as she volunteers at a local residential home for the elderly. She is enjoying the 
people, and they are enjoying her.  

 For airfare funds needed for flight to Thailand. 

 For final touches on, and a publisher for, three books Worldview Resource Group personnel 
are writing on the subject of missions and story.  

 For several speaking engagements in the near future (churches and mission conferences). 

 For several ongoing mission/church-planting consultation projects. 
 
 

BY THE WAY... 
  The point of all this honor/shame talk is to highlight the great help it can be for the 
cross-cultural worker to have this kind of cultural insight and understanding when entering into the 
world of another culture. This is one (and only one) of the aspects of culture we at Worldview 
Resource Group help missionaries discover and deal with effectively in the process of telling (and 
living) the transformational Story of the Gospel. 
 
 
In His grace,                  
 
~Mike and Kathleen Matthews 


