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Dear Friends, 

 

 It has been a mild winter so far in Fairbanks.  The coldest temperature so far has only been -24 F.  Just before Christmas I had a 

flight to the village of Venetie which is above the Arctic Circle.  It still amazes me in the Artic taking off before dawn and never seeing the 

sunrise or the sunset.  The trip was a follow-up for a Bible camp called Camp Nashi.  I flew a gospel team to this village and they brought 

Christmas gifts for the children and elders of the village.  Keely, an Eskimo young lady, gave her testimony and shared how Jesus changed 

her life and invited the kids to come to camp Nashi this summer. 

 Another flight to Fort Yukon was to help a single mother who is a believer to make  

repairs on her house.  The door to her entry way was damaged and her plumbing had failed.  I was 

trying to imagine what it would be like to live in an Arctic village without indoor plumbing.  

 The next day we went to another village to drop off a couple who were attending a    

funeral service for a man who had committed suicide.  This was after hearing that the village of 

Hooper Bay had experience four suicides in 16 days.   

 Joyce works with Child Evangelism Fellowship.  She, along with several others, has 

started four Good News after school Bible clubs in the Fairbanks area.  Earlier this year I took 

Joyce and a team of teenagers and one other adult to Galena.  They worked with the CEF team there to hold a carnival kick off  for their 

Good News club.  Almost every elementary age child in the village came, had fun and heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 It is interesting to try and make a radio station in a remote area.  Voice for Christ Ministries 

needed to send a technician to the village of Iliamna.  The first step was to get the parts together: a 

large satellite dish, the antenna wire, and the broad cast antenna.  Some of the parts we had to find 

locally.  A Christian business man had a lot of metal remnants from a building that could be used.  

From this we were able to find a large pipe to mount the antenna.  Another local man said we could 

look through an old building where we found a radio rack.  We were able to use all of the things to 

complete making the radio station so the community of Iliamna could hear Christian radio program-

ming. 

 During the last year, our new director, Peter Bastke, 

tasked me with reestablishing MARC in a safety program I had 

started for MARC a number of years ago.  It is the same program 

used by many of commercial air carriers like Alaska Airlines in this state.  After several meetings 

with the safety program manager to make sure we met all of the new requirements in the program we 

were accepted back into the Medallion safety program.  This required passing an independent audit 

of the first two of five safety stars.  One of these is the Controlled flight into terrain avoidance star.  

Recently a local commercial aircraft in Fairbanks flew into bad weather on the John river while  

trying to get to Anaktuvuk pass and impacted the terrain on 

the side of the pass.  Training in this safety star helps prevent this from happening and trains pilots 

for emergency egress procedures if unexpected weather prevents them from seeing the surrounding 

terrain.  The Operational Control Star establishes shared decision making with the pilot, a flight 

coordinator and if required MARC management for all flights.  Mark Swensen, along with Brian 

Bruxvoort and Peter Bastke, were a big help in reviewing the material, correcting grammatical and 

procedural errors and helping come up with a decision making matrix for dispatching flights.  The 

program is independently audited by the Medallion Foundation which works along with the FAA 

and the aviation industry to promote flight safety. 

 

Venetie 

Faith taking part in the Gospel 
presentation in Galena 

Antenna in Iliamna  

Challenge of spotting terrain in  
low light Conditions. 



 

Family News 

 We were all able to be together over Christmas in Soldotna.  It was the first time we’d been together in two years and we had the added joy 

of sharing it with Ben’s new wife Sarah and John’s fiancée Bingxin.  John and Bingxin plan on marrying sometime this spring.  
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Front row: Joyce, Bob, Joyce (David’s mom) 
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