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___________________________________________________________________________ 
Greetings Friends, 

 
Remember This; Forget That 
 Happy New Year! It is January 1, 2016, 9am. And I am reminiscing. While drinking hot 
chocolate. It happens every year around this time (both the reminiscing and the hot chocolate). 
It begins a bit before the Christmas holidays. That’s when a number of traditions set in – 
getting the tree, decorating the tree, eating special foods, decorating the house, buying 
presents, opening presents, sledding, skating, and having folks over for eggnog. Kathleen 
turns this place into (even more of) a place of serene beauty. And invariably, in the midst of 
this season, thoughts turn to remembering certain events of the past year and all the past 
years. That’s where I am this morning. Reminiscing.  
 
 Enter Isaiah. He has something to tell us about remembering. And, at first glance, what 
he has to tell us is a bit confusing. In Isaiah 43:18 we read, “Remember not the former 
things...” Ok, Isaiah, evidently we are not to remember everything. Gotcha. Pressing on, we 
get to Isaiah 46:9 – where we read, “Remember the former things of old.” Ok, Isaiah, now 
we are to remember “the former things.” I could be confused. But, assuming Isaiah is not 
schizophrenic (and the Word of God does not contradict itself), we probably need to pause and 
figure out what Isaiah is telling us.  
 
 Context to the rescue. In the 43:18 context, Isaiah is telling the not-so-good folks of 
Judah that he is going to do something even greater than when he brought his children out of 
Egypt. At some point in the future, he is going to bring his people back from exile. And so, the 
folk of Judah were not to “remember” that exodus from Egypt to the exclusion of God doing 
something even greater in the future. A reminder that God is not a one-act has-been. He is not 
stuck in the past. Then in 46:9, Isaiah switches the conversation just a tad – he is now letting 
his people know that they will face many false gods in their (upcoming) exile. And in the midst 
of that very real temptation, they are to remember (to NOT to forget) that he is the only God in 
existence. All others are mere sticks and stones that get free rides in ox carts. 
 
 All that to say, God has done some wonderful things in 2015 – wonderful things in our 
lives, in your lives, in our nation, and around the world. Grandchildren were born – safe and 
sound. Seminars and workshops were held – and deemed helpful. Conferences took place – 
with testimonies of God’s working. Church planting consultations went well. God was good. But 
he is not finished. In a manner of speaking, Isaiah was saying (in 43:18), “That was something 
back there in the Exodus, but you haven’t seen anything yet. Wait until you see what’s next.” 
We wonder what God has in store for 2016. 
 

BY THE WAY... 
Kathleen and I are thankful for God’s gracious provisions and protection in the past. This year 
marks our 40th year in cross-cultural ministry. It began in Tanacross, Alaska in the spring of 
1976. We are thankful for all he has done. And we look forward to what he has in store for us 
(for our extended family, for our nation, for the world) in 2016. We are well aware of the myriad 
of false gods and rival stories that abound around us. May we all be found faithful – and 
remember that God alone is God.  
 
Indeed, may this year (2016) be a year of blessing to you and your family. May it be a year 
(regardless of circumstances) of growing in grace and knowledge.  
 
In His grace, 
~Mike and Kathleen Matthews 

 


