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Alaska on fire-that was June and July.  Even though the fires have died down, they will continue to burn even under ground.  The Daily 

News Miner in Fairbanks said we were up to 5,000,000 acres burned.  One of the camps we fly to was cancelled due to the close proximity 

of the fire to it.  There were areas, however, that were not enveloped in smoke and could still be reached. 

   The summer had some unusual challenges.  I never thought I would land a turbine powered aircraft on a sandbar in the Yukon river.  

Camp Nashi, one of the camps we fly for requires a 2.5 hour boat ride to the closest airport  where we can land.  Living in Alaska has      

provided similar opportunities but in much smaller aircraft like Stinsons, super cubs and others.  This has allowed us first hand knowledge 

of the hazards associated with off airport landings such as changeable soft spots and other hidden hazards.  MARC’s chief pilot, Mark      

Swensen, and I flew up to the camp to evaluate the landing site.  Other smaller aircraft had landed there prior to us and left two flags on 

the surface.  On the first pass we could see a large ditch  caused by a log that the river dragged across it at higher water on one side of the 

flags.  On the second pass we saw the smoother surface on the other side.  A third pass was made where we lightly touched the surface to 

test it making it possible for us to have a successful landing the fourth time around.  Mark brought a measuring wheel which determined 

the length of the landing area to be 2500 feet.  The surface was longer  and better than some of the runways we have landed on in villag-

es.  The following day I was able to take off and land three times flying campers and staff off the sand bar, two times to Fort Yukon and 

once to Tok.  The flights to Fort Yukon were 15 minutes as opposed to two and a half hours in a boat.  We hope to be able to do this in the 

future depending on the condition of the sand bar from year to year. 

     Prior to the fires we flew  a work team into the Kokrine Hills Bible camp on the Yukon River to prepare our fuel tanks for fueling our 

aircraft the summer flying, that unfortunately did not happen due to fires within two miles of the camp.  Send missions used two MARC 

aircraft to help fly people from their mission headquarters in the lower 48 states to a number of villages  through out Alaska. One of our 

Aircraft flew to the Bearing Sea village of Hooper Bay. I was able to fly to the Athabaskan village of  Huslia. These flights allowed the lead-

ership of  Send missions to talk directly to the missionaries there and to see first hand the challenges they face in the area they serve. One 

of the ladies was extremely nervous about flying in a small aircraft  and asked to sit up front where I was able to put the headsets on her. 

She was able to hear the controllers from Anchorage Center giving us  instructions as we flew across the state through the clouds, and see 

the electronic flight display showing our route across mountains.  As the details of our flight were explained she was able to relax and en-

joy the flight with the knowledge she was  safe. 

     In spite of the fires, we were able to fly for the Covenant Bible Camp at Unalakleet, the Tanalian Point Bible Camp at Port Alsworth  and 

off  the sand Bar for Camp Nashi. We flew kids from the villages of Shungnak, and Deering to a Bible Camp here in Fairbanks and then back 

home again. While there was dense smoke in Fairbanks, some of the out lying villages were clear of the burning areas so we also were 

able to fly flights out of Fairbanks to move a pastor to Kiana, a gospel team to the church in Kobuk, and four flights to Galena transporting 

a church team to hold daily vacation Bible School at the  Galena Bible Church.  This was possible because of the instrument approaches  

available at the Fairbanks International Airport. Still another flight was made from  Galena to Kodiak  Island with a  work team that came 

to Galena to help with building projects. 

     With the around the clock daylight this year we had to deal with thunderstorms that formed in the interior of Alaska starting around 

mid-day. The aircraft I was flying was not equipped with on board radar so one day I left Fairbanks at 4:30 AM so I could finish the flying 

for the day by noon.  Even with on board radar, one of our aircraft experienced a lightning strike while  in route from  Unalakleet to  

Soldotna.   Fortunately, both plane and passengers were unharmed. 
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Dear Friends, 
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On the Home Front: 

Joyce and Faith were busy this summer working at camps for Child Evangelism Fellowship.  Thirty teens were trained in sharing the Gospel, 

teaching Bible lessons, songs and verses.  Several put this training to use in the camps for children by leading the chapel time.  It is a great joy 

to see young people using their talents and gifts to serve the Lord.  

   Although the summer started in a blaze it is now starting to frost in the morning, leaves are changing and school has started.  The beginning 

of school means time to start after school Bible clubs.  This year there will be three in local elementary schools here in Fairbanks. Faith has 

started her Sophomore year in High School at West Valley just down the road from our house. She is running cross country again enjoying 

time on the trails with friends. 

   Once again we thank you so much for your prayers and support.  Without you, we could not be here. 

 

Bob and Joyce Widman 

Preparing Jet A fuel tank at  Kokrine 

Hills 


